
By Janlyn Thaxton 

When Brenda Gerard was diagnosed with breast cancer after 
a routine mammogram in July 2015, she was still reeling 
from her husband’s recent health problems.

Jerry Gerard had just finished rehabilitation after a devastating 
flesh-eating bacterial infection landed him in intensive care 
for three and a half months at Lubbock’s University Medical 
Center. Jerry, a retired pharmaceutical representative, and 
Brenda, retired human resources director at U.S. Brass, 
were also enjoying raising two of their grandchildren when 
Brenda’s diagnosis came– stage three breast cancer.

“It was just a scheduled mammogram; I had faithfully had one every year, 
at least I thought I had. Turns out I skipped my mammogram last year. 
I had never skipped one. I regret that so much,” said Brenda. “Also, it 
turns out, I’m dealing with one of the worst kinds of breast cancer, triple 
negative; it’s invasive and can jump to other organs quickly.”

Brenda said one of her biggest fears is that the cancer will still spread, 
despite a radical double mastectomy less than a month after diagnosis and 
a very aggressive chemotherapy, Adriamycin. 

“They call it ‘The Red Devil,’ a very nasty drug. It’s a painful treatment 
and the side effects are absolutely dreadful,” she said. 

Brenda said she is one of the lucky ones, though, because her insurance 
will pay for a patch, a cost of $2,900, to help with nausea. She said many 
others at the clinic experience even worse side effects during treatment 
because their insurance will not pay it and they cannot afford it out-of-
pocket.

Now she is halfway through a milder treatment she takes every two weeks 
at a Weatherford clinic with a doctor specializing in her specific kind of 
cancer.

Brenda said making the frequent trips out of town is expensive. If it 
weren’t for the financial support of Cancer Services Network the trips 

would be much more of a hardship in her retirement, she 
said. CSN not only helps Brenda with travel, but also 
utilities, prescriptions, a stipend for continuing her health 
insurance, and they give her a vast amount of reassurance 
and emotional support. 

“I can just call and someone there (at CSN) will inevitably 
know the answers to my questions because they have helped 
so many people before me with similar questions,” said 
Brenda. “They are very patient and very kind, they help 
me with wigs and scarves, and they keep me updated about 
proper nutrition. They recently sent me a big bottle of 
protein to add to my diet.”

Brenda, who serves as an elder at Brookhollow Christian Church and 
previously has served as a Redcoat, the Abilene Chamber of Commerce 
goodwill ambassador committee, said three things have helped her deal 
with her cancer: family, faith, and the support she receives from CSN.

“My children and grandchildren are pushing me through to get better. 
The grandkids we’re raising are busy in their lives, so that gives me drive. 
They’re involved in volleyball, baseball, Tai Kwon Do, and are in a play at 
ACT,” said Brenda. “I can’t go down.”

Brenda said her 18-year-old granddaughter, a senior at Stephenville High 
School, recently came up with a phrase to put on about 100 t-shirts made 
for friends and family members. The shirts say, “Believing with Baggy,” 
the name all of the grandkids call her. That message helps to keep Brenda 
positive and knowing that she has so many people pulling for her. Plus, 
Brenda said she also has a tremendous amount of faith and has made up 
her mind that she will not accept her prognosis.

“I am so thankful for the great support CSN provides financially, plus, 
they check on me, and they keep me positive. You can’t dwell on the 
negative or those thoughts will eat you alive,” she said. “It would have 
made this cancer thing so much harder without the care and support 
CSN gives me.”
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HAUTE HOSTS: 
   Mr. and Mrs. Mike Dunnahoo
      Honorary Chairs 
   First Bank Texas 
   Jud Powell 
   Scott and Rebecca Hibbs 
   Steve Arthur Family Foundation
      Donor Advised Fund at the
      Community Foundation of Abilene
   T & T Family Foundation
      Donor Advised Fund at the
      Community Foundation of Abilene
 

COUTURE HOSTS: 
   First Financial Bank 
   Hendrick Health System 
   Billye Proctor Shaw 
   Mr. and Mrs. Harry Reaugh 
   Texas Oncology Abilene 

DESIGNER HOSTS: 
   Absolute Perfection Day Spa 
   Barber Foundation 
   Bob and Peggy Beckham
      In Memory of Jerri Alexander 
   Gwenda Berry 
   Billye B. Bradley 
   Dr. John and Marci Cole
      In Memory of
      Ned Follis and Kris Ross 
   Enprotec/Hibbs & Todd, Inc. (eHT)
   Ashley and John Horton
      In Loving Memory of MiMi 
   Image Sculptors - Dr. Laura Bennett
   Jay and Kim Miers 
   Security Title Co. 
 

RUNWAY HOSTS: 
   Jerry and Shirley Anderson 
   Aarons Sales & Lease 
   Jim and Sue Barr 
   John Beckham, Attorney 
   Arthur, Dana & Cindy Beitscher
      Memorial Fund at the
      Community Foundation of Abilene
   Kevin and Allison Bredemeyer 
    Browning Law Firm, PLLC - Cade Browning
   Coldwell Banker Panian & Mash, REALTORS

   Ruby Jo Day 
   Joy Jordan - RE/MAX Abilene 
   Mrs. Herman Lloyd 
   Connie Meador 
   Gary and  Suzie Shahan 
   Silverbrook Ranches 
   Rob and Suzanne Starr 
 

FASHION HOSTS: 
   Anonymous 
   Ruth Bargainer
   Brownwood Regional Medical Center
   Jim Byrd
      In Memory of Mary Byrd
      In Honor of Kathleen Diggs  
   Chick and Sherry Carter 
   Ronnie and Betty Chambers  
   Diane Cole 
   Chuck and Jean Kay Erwin 
   Judy and Richard Garner 
   Dr. Samantha Hirsch Goodman & Kevin Goodman
   Glen D. Hall, DDS 
   The Hamil Family Funeral Home
      - Robert and Karla Hamil
   Garry and June Hodgin 
   Jim M. Polk 
   Lytle Land & Cattle Co. 
   Tim and Debbie McClarty 
   Neurosurgery Associates Of West Texas PA
   Paige and Matt Robinson 
   Lynn and Carl Roeder 
   Bill and Lila Senter 
   Sharon’s Barbecue 
   Carolyn Strain 
   Wagstaff LLP 
   Walker Cancer Center, Brownwood
      -Allan Cass, MD and Victor Hirsch, MD
   Pat Wehmeyer 

THANK
YOU

TO ALL OUR  DONORS,
VOLUNTEERS & GUESTS!

With special gratitude to YANELL RIEDER and  

The 12th Annual Fashions for the Cure (FFTC) Style Show and Silent 
Auction was held on Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at the Abilene Civic Center.  
CSN board member Yanell Rieder volunteered to host “one more year” 
and produced a great fashion show and silent auction to benefit Cancer 
Services Network.

Pat and Mike Dunnahoo, serving as honorary chairs, opened the style 
show by telling attendees that battling cancer is hard even under the best 
of circumstances, and coping with a cancer diagnosis can be challenging.  
Mike encouraged everyone to give generously to support CSN’s mission 
of improving the lives of those living with cancer by meeting the financial, 
emotional and educational needs that arise during cancer treatment.

In addition to seeing the latest in fall fashions, attendees were able to bid 
on over 100 items generously donated by local businesses for the silent 
auction.  Raffle tickets were sold for a Louis Vuitton purse and wallet 
donated by Yanell Rieder and friends, a pink Rugar 380 pistol donated by 
friends of CSN, and a Prism statement ring donated by LAGOS.

Suzanne Starr served as event emcee. The style show began with cancer 
survivors modeling clothing from the Joseph Ribkoff line, who gifted the 
outfits being modeled to the cancer survivors, followed by models who are 
well-connected women in the Abilene community showing off the latest in 
fashions from Casa Authentique.  Always a high point, at the conclusion of 
the show, all cancer survivors in the audience were asked to join the models 
on stage to be honored as cancer survivors.

Marci Cole, CSN Board Chair, presented Yanell Rieder with a token of 
appreciation for serving as Fashions for the Cure Chair and for all the years 
of support she has provided CSN through her efforts.  After receiving her 
award, Yanell got the chance to walk the runway amidst applause from all 
those in attendance. 

Yanell’s legacy will live on.  A new Fashions for the Cure committee is being 
formed to begin planning next year’s event.  You may call the CSN office if 
you would like to volunteer to be on the Fashions for the Cure Committee.  
Save the date—Tuesday, October 4, 2016 for Fashions for the Cure 2016!

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
FASHIONS IN-KIND DONORS: 
   Abilene Reporter-News 
   Baack’s Florist & Greenhouses 
   Casa Authentique 
   Chick-fil-A North Aiblene 
   First Bank Texas 
   Hello. Cotton Candy 
   H&H Beverage 
   IN-FOCUS Digital 
   Gary’s Floral Gallery 
   LAGOS 
   Parlor Baking 
   Starr Calligraphy 
   United Supermarkets

 
 

FASHIONS AMBASSADORS: 
   Dwana Bradshaw, Chair 
   Susan Bacon 
   Joann Bennett 
   Denise Blake 
   Kimi Bruno 
   Charisse Burton 
   Jenna Dozier 
   Jennifer Grothaus 
   Shanna Kevil 
   Diana Davis Landers 
   Maxanne Little 
   Pam McLeon 
   Kim McMillan 
   Michelle McGuire 
   Maegan Mash 
   Kim Ramirez 
   Jenna Rogers 
   Stacie Stephenson 
   Amy Vasquez 
   Leslie Wilkins 
 

MODELS: 
   Donna Albus 
   Allison Bredemeyer 
   Katie Browning 
   Marci Cole 
   Joy Ellinger 
   Lisa Etter 
   Allicyn Evans 
   Ivy Rose Evans 
   Jennifer Grothaus 
   Felicia Hopkins 
   Joy Jordan 
   Maegan Mash 
   Connie Meador 
   Erin Moosbrugger 
   Grady Moosbrugger 
   Sarah Proctor 
   Marelyn Shedd 
   Sara Trammell 
 

SURVIVOR MODELS: 
   Jacinda Dieken   
   Jenna Dozier 
   Judy Garner 
   Caroline Haney 
   Mitzi Merchant 
   Kinslee Parish 
   Addie Warren 
   Jane Yost 

FASHIONS COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
   Yanell Rieder, Chair 
   Dwana Bradshaw 
   Angela Childress 
   Marci Cole 
   Judy Garner 
   Becca Hibbs 
   Sherry Hirsch 
   Suzie Shahan 
   Jerri Skaggs 
   Suzanne Starr 
   Sherry Weeks 

FASHIONS DONORS: 
   Absolute Perfection Day Spa 
   Roy Helen Ackers 
   Diane Barbee 
   Jeff and Tammy Barton 
   Gay Beitscher 
   Ray and Ann Brazzell 
   Charlotte Brooks 
   Robert and Donna Carter 
   Judy Colvin 
   LaQuita Culwell 
   Myra Dean
      In Memory of Toby Tyler 
   Tessa Edmonson 
   Ted and Allicyn Evans 
   Jo Beth Everett 
   Jane Fisher 
   Sharon Foster 
   Lee Ruth Gilliland 
   Anneal Havard 
   Jeffrey and Kerry Jeter 
   Cheryl Kelley 
   Lauren Kimball 
   Selina McGuire 
   Erin Moosbrugger 
   Nancy Palmer 
   Elizabeth Polk 
   Priceless Literacy-Kay Price Hawkins 
   Marianna Rasco 
   Sonja Rountree 
   Jeri Skaggs 
   Bill and Denise Smalley 
   Jolene Sollivan 
   Becky Spargo 
   Nancy Tyler
      In Memory of Toby Tyler 
   Vicky Vinson 
   Marilyn Wagley 
   Joe and Dorthy Wilson 

On behalf 
of the 
cancer 
patients 
we serve,
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Tribute Gifts
Jerry and Jane Armstrong
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Diane Barbee
   In Memory of Natalie Spyres
Jacque Barton
   In Memory of Pershal Phillips
Peggy Beckham
   In Memory of Suzanne Morford
   In Memory of Holly Nash Spencer
Denise Blake
   In Memory of Nancy Clark
William M. Blackburn, Jr.
   In Memory of Prudence C. Blackburn
Bill and Christine Bradshaw
   In Memory of Pat Longacre
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Bredemeyer
   In Memory of Glenn Bredemeyer
Linda Calame
   In Memory of John Ables
Mike Costello
   In Memory of Linda Ann Hudson
Curtis and Brenda Brown
   In Memory of Nancy Clark
Nadine Davis
   In Memory of Eugenia Nettles
Regina Davis
   In Memory of Frank Peck
Joe Bob and Jeannine Davis
   In Memory of Ricky Lamb
Davis, Kinard, & Co. PC
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Jim Dawley
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer

Faye Dodson
   In Honor of Laura Brock on Mother's Day
Richard East
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Estes
   In Memory of Nell Stucker
   In Memory of Ken Badgett
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
   In Memory of Dr. Karen Hicks-Alldredge
Jeanne Farquharson
   In Memory of Jay Wicker
Kay and Thomas Frederick
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
James E. Gibson
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Beverly Guthrie
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Dru and Franklynn Hall
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Casey Hatcher
   In Memory of Ronnie Jenkins
W.D. and Barbara Hauschild
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Patsy Hawkins
   In Memory of Donald Gorr
Marilyn Hitt
   In Memory of Charles Spicer
Garry and June Hodgin
   In Memory of Charles A. Byers
   In Memory of Jeanie Bell Salyers
Joe B. Hoff
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer

Mr. and Mrs. George L. Jackson
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Mr. and Mrs. Conway Jordan
   In Memory of Bill Morrison
   In Memory of George Lubke Sr.
Susan Keeling
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Dr. Austin King
   In Memory of Don Herring
Jay and Carolyn Lawrence
   In Memory of Dr. Karen Hicks-Alldredge
Layton & Gage CPAs LLP
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Mickey McCarty
   In Memory of Jason Scutt
Tim Rice McClarty
   In Memory of Dr. Karen Hicks-Alldredge
   In Memory of Peter Ridosh
Amanda McKee
   In Memory of Archie McGregor
Roger and Patricia Presley
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Procter Automotive
   In Memory of Margaret Stokes
Sonya and Nelson Quinn
   In Honor of Bryant and Norma Quinn 
   In Honor of Paul and Laurie Brachear
   In Memory of Charles Spicer
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Reaugh
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Sam and Jacque Rich
   In Memory of Billy Roark

Yanell and Gerald Rieder
   In Memory of Eleanore Horton
   In Memory of Delia Craft
   In Memory of Dr. Karen Hicks-Alldredge
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
   In Memory of Ashley Abel
Mae Schaff 
   In Memory of Carla Green
Schuman Equipment Co.
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Scott and Michelle Senter
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Gary and Suzie Shahan
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Evan Simmons
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Hobby & Darlene Stevens
   In Memory of Dr. Karen Hicks-Alldredge
Bobby and Sherry Terry
   In honor of the prayer warriors
   of the Prime Time Sunday School Class
   at First Baptist Church,
   Lynn Ingalsbe, Director
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Thacker
   In Memory of Ron Bredemeyer
Thursday Forum Study Club
   In Honor of Melissa Boyd, R.N.
Thursday Forum Study Club
   In Honor of Kate Alvarez
Unique Signs
   In Memory of Mark Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Weatherl
   In Memory of Jerri Alexander

American Cancer Society
Debra Bates
Eva Bearden
Mittie Boaz
Dwana Bradshaw
Rebecca Brown
Kim Campbell
Betty Engel
Nancy Feist
Judy Garner

Nadine Gray
Global Samaritan
Donna Hall
Frances Hardy
Becca Hibbs
Barbara Hobbs
Lance Holloway
Dell Hoover
Byron Hunter
Michelle Kaiser

Mina King
Brenda Kitchens
Donna Kleman
Patsy Lafon
Cynthia Laster
The Long Family
Connie Martin
Velma Martin
Charles McSwain
Lena Minet

Thomasa Molina
Jennifer O'Dell
Texas Oncology
Amanda Otto
Karen Parsons
Mike Peel
Tammy Pelletier
Maria Perez
Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
   Women on Mission

Aurora Sanchez
Violet Schaff
Wanda Singleton
Charlotte Stoker
Jeff Story
Dorothy Thomas
McKenzie Turner
Viginia Vick
Terri Watkins
Brad Wicker

Abilene Mobile Homes, Inc. 
Spud and Marilyn Aldridge  
Goldie Aldridge   
Linda Appleton   
Jane Ayers 
Mike and Kay Babington  
Rev. and Mrs. Luke Back  
Richard Bacon   
Ken and Tammy Baker 
Fannie Baker   
Patricia Ball
   In memory of Linda Powell  
David Ballew   
Barber Foundation   
Margaret Basquette
   In memory of Linda Powell  
James and Lauri Bass   
Erica Beard   
John and Carolyn Beckham
Bob and Peggy Beckham
Robert and Rachael Bein
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Benchmark Business Solutions  
Denise Blake   
Dr. Allen and Tanya Bolt
   In memory of Dr. Karen Hicks-Alldredge 
Melba Boozer
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Darlene Bowman
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Jeff Braaten   
Billye B. Bradley   
Kelley  Bradshaw   
Conrad Bratton   
Ray and Ann Brazzel   
Thomas and Judy Brisco
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Rodney Brown
   In appreciation of Frances Brown 
Les and Jamie Bruce
Lynda and Bart Calcote
   In honor of Billye Proctor Shaw 
Joe Ed Canon 
Dale Carter   
David and Suzanne Carter
   In memory of Dr. Charles A. Siburt 
Rollie and Patricia Chastain  
Cody and Angela Childress  
Bernice Clay   
John and Marci Cole 
Diane Cole
   In honor of Marci Cole  
Judy Colvin   
Virginia Boyd Connally  
Harriet Connor
Beckie  Cox
   In memory of Melissa Couch
   In memory of Linda Powell
   In memory of Dr. Brady Cox  
Joe and Jana Crawford  
Scott and Linda Crocker  
Weeze Daniel   
Dick and Karen Dansby
   In honor of Billie Pool
   In honor of Bryan Pool  
Ruby Jo Day
   In memory of Kenneth Day, MD
   In memory of Marsha Day  
Eddie Dempsey   
Gary Deshazo   

Joan Dickenson   
Judy Doster   
Donna Dougherty
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Don and Rudith Drennan  
Eddie Dunn   
Jim Dusckas   
Nancy Emery   
Chuck and Jean Kay Erwin  
Nancy and John Estes   
Phyllis Ewing   
Steve and Chris Faehnle  
Jeanne Farquharson   
Gayla Fielder
   In memory of Linda Powell  
James Finn
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Jesse Fletcher
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Mike Forrester   
Tommy and Sharon Foster
   In honor of Betty Martin  
Janet Franklin   
Thomas and Judy Frederick  
Paul and Rolanda Fulham
   In memory of Co Wheeler
   In memory of Floy Brown  
Judy Garner   
Mildred Gibson
   In memory of Linda Powell  
James E. Gibson   
Mary Gill    
Gloria Glover   
Vance and Chris Goddard
   In memory of Jo Ann Buscher  
Marilyn Goodin   
Sandra Graham
   In memory of Don Graham  
Rae Gravley   
Janice Grice
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Helen K. Groves   
Joe and Rosemary Hall  
Mitch Hall    
James Haller   
Lee Hampton   
Mark and Jana Hanner  
Jon and Debbie Harrison
Debbie Harruff
   In memory of Linda Powell
Ann Hawkins
   In honor of Frances Baker  
Melinda Haynes   
Perry and Charlsa Haynes  
Daniel and Cylinda Heger  
Scott and Rebecca Hibbs  
Sherry and Victor Hirsch  
Marilyn Hitt   
Garry and June Hodgin  
Eleanore Horton
Bob and Shirley Hunter
   In memory of Mr. Wyman Wilkerson 
Susan Hunt   
Jane and Jeff Jamison  
Frank Johnson
Don and Karron Johnson
   In memory of Ty Fraser  
Randy and Kathy Jones  
David and Joan Jones   
Priscilla Jones   

Bryan  Keathley   
Susan Keeling
   In memory of Linda Powell  
J. Nolan Kelley   
Key City Veterinary Clinic  
Patricia Kionka
   In honor of the CSN staff 
   for their caring work for cancer patients 
Robert and Becky Laird  
Thyra Langford   
Don and Mignon Lawson
   In appreciation of
   Rebecca Lawson Dalton  
Craig Lewis   
Kim Lewis    
Billy Libby
   In memory of Amy Dunkle Libby 
Herman and Doris Lloyd  
Randy and Sheila Lloyd  
Jan Lofland   
Kenneth and Judith Lyle  
J.V. Martin
   In memory of Dr. Karen Hicks-Alldredge 
Randall and Linda Maurer  
Wanda McAninch   
Gary and Sylvia McCaleb  
Lottie McCaleb
   In honor of Carole Hutchins  
Tim and Debbie McClarty  
Amanda McKee   
Connie Meador   
Cecil Meadows   
Mary Pat Mercer
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Mitzi Merchant   
Jeff and Kelley Messer
Michelle Mickey
   In memory of Bill & Camille Rhoads 
Janice Middlebrooks   
Debra Moran
   In memory of Mart D. Elkins  
Ron and Brenda Morton  
Shirley Motley
   In memory of Oneita Owens  
Gaylon M. Neatherlin   
Myra Newton   
Janet O'Dell   
Marla Panzer   
Jimmy Parker   
Joe and Dana Pearson  
David and Linda Perkins
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Susan Pigeon
Shirley Poe
Don Poindexter
Judy W. Powell
   In memory of Linda Powell 
Dorothy Presswood   
Robert and Wancele Pritchett  
Mary Pyland   
Marianna Rasco   
Gerald Reid   
John Reising
   In appreciation of Jud Powell  
Jack Rentz
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Murphy D. Rhoads   
Sam and Jacque Rich   
Yanell and Gerald Rieder  
Jessica Rippy   

Billy Rister 
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Becky Roberts
Carl and Lynn Roeder   
Joseph Roeder   
Annie Rosser   
Kenneth Roussel   
Barbara  Schriever   
Bill and Lila Senter
   In memory of 
   Norma and Herman Schaffer  
Kathy Shackelford   
Gary and Suzie Shahan  
Dan and June Sheppard  
Connie Snyder   
Jolene Sollivan   
Kris and Karen Southward
   In honor of Dr. Laura Barber
   In honor of Dr. Tony Melnyk
   In honor of Dr. Brad Kendrick  
Allan Spitler
Mark Spurlock   
Gerald and Wanda Stayon  
Darlene Stevens   
Phyllis Stine   
Susan Stroud
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Jimmie Kate Taylor
Linda Taylor   
Barbara Terrell   
Patti Tesen   
Sharon Townley
Bettye Tyler
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Nancy Tyler
   In memory of Toby Tyler  
Gary and Fannie Vaughn
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Jose and Stefanie Vega
Marilyn Wagley   
Martha Walke   
Royce and Debbie Wallace  
Carol Walt
   In memory of Betty Meiron  
Kay Walton
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Nancy Watson
   In memory of my husband  
Billy Watson
Tony and Patrice Watts
   In memory of Suzanne Livingston 
Michael and Marcia Whitehorn  
Allen and Cindy Williams
   In honor of Charlene "Squeaky" Walker 
Teresa Williams   
Bobbie and Lillian Wolfe  
George Woodward
   In memory of Linda Powell  
John Wright
   In memory of Stephanie Stevenson
   In memory of Linda Powell  
Don Wright
Mike and Jeannie Young
Daryl and Rebekah Zeller  
   

Tribute Gifts are contributed to Cancer Services Network to honor relatives, friends, or associates, whether living or deceased.  
We gratefully acknowledge honorariums and memorials and other gifts made between January 1 – November 20, 2015 Gifts of Hope

In-Kind Donors

Amazon Smile
First Central Presbyterian Church
Rotary Club of Abilene
Directors Foundation, Inc.
Community Foundation of Abilene
Lois Caldwell Peck Fund
   at the Community Foundation
   of Abilene
First Central Presbyterian Church
   Bequests and Planned Giving

  St. John's Episcopal School
  Wingate Baptist Church
  Women on Mission 
     -Pioneer Drive Baptist Church
  United Way of Abilene
  United Way of Brown County
  United Way of Nolan County
  United Way of Scurry County

            Peggy Beckham
            Denise Blake
            Charles Briggs
            J. Price Brock
            Gary Casey
            Terri Cress
            Johnnie Dye
            Thomas Frederick
            Carol Hall
            Fleda Lambert

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Lloyd
Tim Rice McClarty
Waida Medford
Randy Nicholson
Steffi Overton
Marla Panzer
Sonya Quinn
Amanda Sherley
J'Lynn Smith
Simone Taylor

Rita Turkett
Mary Warford
Jo Ann Wilson
Denice Wright

Grants Awarded Other Gifts!
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An early morning start time, blisters and a weather forecast of a heavy 
chance for rain didn’t stop the nearly 200 people determined to walk, 
waddle and run through downtown Abilene in the 8th Annual 5K Run 
Together benefitting CSN on Saturday, October 24th at Frontier Texas!  
Knowing that the money raised will be used to directly benefit local cancer 
patients while they are battling cancer was the best motivation to get them 
out early on a Saturday morning.

Individuals, families and teams assembled as dawn was breaking.  It was a 
cool, overcast morning, which turned out to be just the perfect weather for 
bringing cancer survivors, fighters and supporters together for a run.  Most 
participants walked in support of survivors or in memory of loved ones 
who had fought a good fight but lost their battle against cancer. Several 
had special t-shirts made or had photos, buttons and signs to pay tribute 
to them.

Winning the award for the largest team was the “Winters Warriors” lead 
by Cheryl Sneed.  The Abilene Runners Club offered chip-timing for the 
more serious runners.  Receiving the first place trophy for the fastest time 
in the male division was Andrew Striley.  Marsha Moreland took the fastest 
female title.  Tessa Jones, 7, was the youngest timed runner, and Kathy 
Mashburn was the oldest at 69.

CSN is grateful to all the participants, sponsors and volunteers that helped 
make this event possible.

SPONSORS:
   Abilene Diagnostic Clinic, P.L.L.C.
   Abilene Teacher’s Federal Credit Union
   Abilene Veterinary Clinic / Dr. Larry Ellis
   Browning Law Firm
   Dodge Jones Foundation
   Elevate - Total Body Fitness & Athletic Training
   Greathouse Foundation
   Glen D. Hall, DDS
   Shelton Family Foundation
   Trinity Liveoak Real Estate/Trinity Ranch Land
   Whitener Family Foundation  

DONORS:  
   Weldon and Carla Bragg
   Cody and Angela Childress  
   Dr. and Mrs. John Cole
   Scott Dueser
   Funeral Directors Life Insurance Company
   Lauren Engineers and Constructors
   Jay Miers
   Sammy Jo Myers
   Gary and Suzie Shahan
   Jerry and Jan Sims
   Randall and Cheryl Sneed
   TX - Texas Oncology, P.A.
   Van Ray and Debra Whittenburg  

SPECIAL THANKS TO:  
   Abilene Reporter-News
   Abilene Runners Club
   Coldwell Banker Panian and Mash, REALTORS
   Contractors Service Ltd.
   Cumulus Broadcasting  
   First Bank Texas
   KTAB-TV
   Risha Sanders, State Farm Agent
   RoadID
   United Supermarkets

Every day of survivorship is a day to be celebrated!  We 

love to see cancer survivors come together to share 

stories and celebrate life. On Saturday, October 17th, it 

was a boot-scootin’ celebration with Jody Nix and the 

Texas Cowboys playing until midnight at Lytle Bend Ranch 

for the 7th Annual SurvivorFEST, this year benefitting 

Cancer Services Network.  In addition to dancing the night away, there were donations from local 

businesses and individuals of food, drinks and silent auction items.
Event founder Barbara Pointer, a breast cancer survivor, began this event to educate and encourage all women to have breast 
cancer screenings so that if a cancer diagnosis is in their future, it can be found early, when cancer is most treatable.  Last year 
she asked to partner with Cancer Services Network.

Proceeds from this event will provide hope 
and help to the cancer patients, survivors, 
their family members and caregivers that 
CSN serves. Through CSN’s direct financial 
assistance, emotional and spiritual support 
programs, social programs and activities, and 
educational sessions, those with all types of 
cancer will be encouraged and blessed.

SPONSORS:
   Abilene Mobile Homes Inc.
   Abilene Regional Medical Center
   Ace Air Conditioning
   Avid Controls, Inc.
   Docket Navigator
   Image Sculptors At Abilene Diagnostic Clinic
   Mr. and Mrs. Kris Southward

DONORS:
   Rose A. Baker
   Randy and Marty Burson
   Stacy Campbell
   Becky Childress
   Ed and Connie Chrane
   Dr. and Mrs. John Cole
   James and Delores Cox
   Martha Estes
   Brenda Freeman
   Jerry Gerard
   Gloria Glover
   James and Jennifer Greene

   Anthony Guild
   Matt and Lorri Jennings
   Andrew and Brandi Kaufmann
   Taras Kellam
   Margaret Kohli
   Michelle McGuire
   Amanda McKee
   Michael and Kyra Minter
   Ginger Owen
   Pilates On Elmwood
   Shirlene Plocheck
   Barbara Pointer
   Jim and Kathleen Poor
   Steve Reese
   Kathy Robbins
   Lynn Roeder
   Andrea Smith
   Ron and Joan Smith
   Mr. and Mrs. Kris Southward
   Randy Turner
   Nancy Tyler
   Deneice Wright

   Melissa Yarbrough
   Frank and Linda Zett

SPECIAL THANKS:
   Abilene Reporter-News
   Abtex Beverage
   Coca-Cola
   Coldwell Banker Panian & Mash, REALTORS
   Cumulus Broadcasting   
   Hispanic Life
   HVC&RAM
   In-Focus Digital
   Jody Nix and the Texas Cowboys
   KBCY 99.7
   KRBC-TV
   KTAB-TV
   Sam’s Club
   Sparrow T’s
   United Supermarkets
   Walmart
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SPONSORS:
   Abilene Bone & Joint, LLC  
   Mr. and Mrs. John Beckham  
   Browning Law Firm   
   Carter Asset Management, Inc.
   CBS Insurance   
   Dr. John and Marci Cole  
   Dian Graves Owen Foundation  
   Enprotec/Hibbs & Todd, Inc. (eHT) 
   Exceptional Brands, LLC  
   Fraser Concrete, LP   
   Dr. and Mrs. Victor Hirsch  
   Lawrence Hall Chevrolet  
   Kelly McCarty   
   Billye Proctor Shaw
   Texas Oncology, Abilene

IN KIND:
   Abilene Ice Company  
   Shea and Larry Hall
   H&H Beverages
   Stephens Processing
   United Supermarkets
   Ben E. Keith Beverages

DONORS: 
   Absolute Perfection Day Spa
   Justin Allen   
   Jill Atwood   
   Barr Roofing   
   Batjer and Associates, Inc.  
   Mr. and Mrs. Mark Beale  
   Dean Berry   
   James Bishop   
   Bixby Holdings   
   Denise and Jason Blake
   Terri Bloodgood   
   J. Price Brock   
   Cade Browning   
   Buffalo Gap I. and E.   
   Cattilac Style   
   Sam Chase   
   Cody and Angela Childress  
   C-K Aneff Enterprises  
   Roger Connell   
   Craig David   
   Dean Hagler, Ltd.   
   Lee Dill   
   Dr. Norm Dozier   

   Larry and Jana Eckert  
   Enprotec/Hibbs & Todd, Inc. (eHT)
   Mr. and Mrs. John E. Estes  
   FAI Engineers   
   Fraser Concrete, LP   
   Judy Garner   
   Bobby Grimes   
   H & G Construction Co., Inc.  
   Todd Hammer   
   Becca and Scott Hibbs  
   Kim Hicks   
   Seaton Higginbotham
   Jacob & Martin, Ltd.   
   Jaster-Quintanilla & Associates, Inc. 
   Steve Justice   
   J. Lanman   
   Lauren Engineers & Constructors, Inc.
   Jerry Love   
   Joseph and Maegan Mash  
   Tim Rice McClarty   
   Jon McDonald Custom Homes, L.P.
   Ryan McKee   
   Tim Melton, DC   
   Jeff and Kelley Messer  

   Michelle Mickey   
   Congressman Randy Neugebauer Staff 
   Michael and Brandy Pritchard  
   Jack Rentz   
   Darla Richards   
   Yanell and Gerald Rieder  
   Janie Rippey   
   Scott Senter   
   Wesley and Amber Smith  
   The Crowe Group   
   Nathan Tomlin   
   Nancy Tyler   
   Waldrop Contruction Co., Inc.  
   Whiteco Concepts, LLC
   Greg and Jane Yost

Fur, Fowl & Fin

This men’s event provided a fun-filled evening for those 
who enjoy eating wild game, the great outdoors, hunting, 
fishing and the sporting life.   A feast of wild game including 
elk tenderloin, deer sausage, venison steak, chicken, quail, 
catfish and plenty of sides made sure no man left hungry.  An 
open bar and plenty of raffle items made for a fun evening 
for those attending.  An auction with a South Texas bay 
fishing trip, area hunts, Colorado stays, custom knives and 
sporting event tickets, among other items, were a hit among 
the men bidding on donated auction items.

Brad Schoonmaker, Clyde ISD football coach and cancer 
survivor, put the event purpose into perspective by sharing 
his story of how cancer affected his life.  Proceeds from this 
event will enable CSN to continue providing services for 
local cancer patients in need.  Our thanks to gracious hosts 
Shea and Larry Hall for donating the use of the event venue 
at their ranch.  Plans are underway for the 2nd Annual Fur, 
Fowl & Fin in Spring of 2016!

The 1st Annual Fur, Fowl & Fin Wild Game Dinner 
was held on Tuesday, April 28, 2015 with a 
maximum capacity crowd.

DONORS:
   Mickie Bearden
   Johnny Cope
   R.H. Eledge
   Tony Fade
   Gregg Goodall
   Elaine Goswick
   Jackie Grissom

   Donna Hargrave
   Ann Harwood
   K.C. Jones
   Martha Leonard
   Deborah Martens
   Lisa McFerrin
   Monte McIntire

   Wanda Middleton
   Mr. and Mrs. W.G. Nelson
   Michael Parsons
   Steve Patterson
   Sarah Satterwhite
   Elizabeth Schwarz
   James Shelton
 

   Darrell Shortes
   Connie Snyder
   Roye Stephens
   Barbara Thornton
   Jason and Jo Weir
   Robert Williams

Brewster Barbecue

By the Numbers
• CSN served 315 cancer patients through the 

end of October 2015.

• CSN has had 176 new clients year to date in 
2015.

• CSN allocates .83 of every dollar for specific 
assistance for cancer patients living right 
here in West Texas.

• Cancer Services Network receives no state or 
federal funding.

• 85% of the cancer patients CSN helps 
financially live at or below 150% of the 
federal poverty level.

•  83% of our annual budget comes from community 
support—individuals like you!

• As of November 1, 2015, CSN has helped 
provide gas for 3,026 trips to treatment for the 
cancer patients and helped fill 978 prescriptions 
for cancer-related medication this year.

• No other local cancer organization offers as 
much financial, emotional, and social post-
diagnosis support to cancer patients in West 
Central Texas as Cancer Services Network.

Merry Christmas!
Cancer Services Network (CSN) is providing our Christmas Card Honorarium 
Program again this year. Maybe you know someone who has lost a friend or family 
member to cancer who would be deeply moved to know that you have made a gift in 
memory of that person.  Perhaps there is someone in your life who is fighting a fierce 
battle against cancer right now and they would be honored to learn you have made 
a donation to CSN in their name.  Or sometimes it's just hard to know what to get 
for that person who has everything!  Celebrate them by donating to CSN in honor of 
them while helping support CSN’s efforts to assist over 1,600 cancer patients, family 
members, and caregivers in the coming year.  

Send your list of honorees (your Christmas card list) complete with their full names and 

addresses and the exact name(s) as you want your name to appear on the card signature line 

to:

CANCER SERVICES NETWORK
Christmas Card Program
P.O. Box 2026   |  Abilene, Texas 79604

or bring your list of names and addresses by the CSN office at 100 Chestnut, Suite 100, 

Abilene and we'll take care of the rest!  Please enclose a donation sufficient to cover the cost 

of the printing and postage, which we estimate to be $5.00 per card.  For more information 

please call CSN at 325.672.0040.

Board members Judy Garner, Angela Childress, Marci Cole, and Kris Southward joined

CSN staff to volunteer during the United Way of Abilene’s Key City Rhythm and

Blues Festival on June 6, 2015.

Brennan Ballew, ACU student,

assistant to the Executive Director
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Volunteers
are so important to our agency. Our small staff could never 
do all that we do without the hard work and dedication 
of our volunteers. Thanks for making us and our clients 
smile.  

Alejandra Perez, a Hardin-Simmons University student, volunteered 70 hours during 
the summer months at CSN. She was dedicated and excited to work with our staff to 
do whatever was necessary to help our clients through their cancer journey. 

St. John’s Episcopal School chose Cancer 
Services Network for a back-to-school 
community service project. Faculty and staff 
helped assemble snack bags for Fashions 
for the Cure, stuffed envelopes for sponsor 
mailings, and sorted our inventory of bras 
used by  mastectomy clients. 

Volunteers Cortni Breen, Alec Longoria, 
and board member Erica Beard take tickets 
at Fashions for the Cure.

During a springtime Facts and Snacks educational session in March, six  students 
from the Texas Tech University 
Health Sciences Center School 
of Pharmacy made presentations 
on cancer related prescriptions—
common interactions, when 

and how to discard medications, and questions to ask your pharmacist.   
Pictured are Tram Nguyen, Krystal Romero, Heather Paz, Dyanna Oru, 
Sehrish Panjwani, Tim Janusz.

Hundreds of volunteers assisted with our fundraising events--from help organizing, tying bows, set up, decorating, hauling 
equipment, tear down, check-in/check-out, selling tickets, gathering auction items, the list goes on and on!  Many hands make 
light work. Thanks!

WE APPRECIATE YOU!
CANCER SERVICES NETWORK    pathways   |  11



100 Chestnut Street
Suite 100

P.O. Box 2026
Abilene, Texas 79604 

(325) 672-0040
(325) 672-6169 Fax

www.CancerServicesNetwork.org

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Marci Cole, Board Chair
Terri Bloodgood, Vice-Chair
Kris Southward, Treasurer
Michelle Mickey, CFRE, Secretary
Cale Theilen, Parliamentarian
Jeff Messer, Member-at-Large
Erica Beard
Denise Blake
Angela Childress
Kayla Christianson
Judy Garner
Becca Hibbs
Sherry Hirsch
Tim Rice McClarty
Marla Panzer
Yanell Rieder

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
Marianna Rasco
Billye Proctor Shaw
Jim Aneff
Suzie Shahan

CSN STAFF
Nancy Tyler, Executive Director
Amanda McKee, Director of Operations
Judy Patty, BSW, Social Worker
Brennan Ballew, Assistant
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Did you know?
• In addition to financial assistance for those who need it the most, CSN loans medical equipment  

and provides nutritional supplements  to help ease the high cost of a cancer diagnosis.

• CSN has a broad selection of wigs to try on in a private and comfortable atmosphere.  We also 
provide a variety of hats, turbans, and scarves, along with mastectomy bras and prostheses for 
breast cancer survivors. 

• We offer medical supplies related to a cancer diagnosis such as incontinence supplies, wound 
care supplies, ostomy supplies, and oral hygiene products for cancer patients who have a need.

• Our library of information on current, accurate and educational information on cancer-related 
topics is open to the general public, all clients and their families, friends and caregivers. 

• Although many cancer survivors have a strong network of family and friends eager to provide 
support, they may not fully understand what it is like to cope with a cancer diagnosis.  That’s 
why CSN offers support groups for cancer patients and survivors to share their stories with one 
another and connect with others who have similar challenges.  

• All the services provided by CSN are free of charge.

• Cancer Services Network is dedicated to continually find the best ways to serve individuals 
affected by cancer.


